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Online Learning
Links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://
www.thenational.academy/
online-classroom/schedule

Year Group email address

Don’t count the days ….
Make the days count
Nursery / Reception Admissions September 2020
Children due to start with us September 2020 will go ahead as normal. We will keep you
updated regarding induction meetings and visits as soon as we can. Please check our
school website for any updates www.barcroft.walsall.sch.uk

earlyyears@barcroft.walsall.sch.uk
year1and2@barcroft.walsall.sch.uk
year3and4@barcroft.walsall.sch.uk
year5@barcroft.walsall.sch.uk
year6@barcroft.walsall.sch.uk

Barcroft Twitter
@BarcroftEyfs
@BarcroftKs1
@BarcroftY3
@BarcroftY4
@BarcroftY5
@BarcroftY6
We have a number of online
resources to support your
child. Many pupils will know
their login details but these are
also available in homework
books. If you cannot find the
login details for your child
please email:

loginsupport@barcroft.
walsall.sch.uk
and a member of staff will get
back to you as soon as
possible.

In a world where you can
be anything … Be Kind.

We are over the moon that David
Walliams liked Mrs Roberts’ story
tweet! We are sure our children
would be so excited to know that
David Walliams was looking at our
Twitter account !

At this uncertain time, it can be easy to struggle
getting food or other essential items you need for
your family. On the days school is open, we are
happy to help in small ways if we can, but there are
other larger organisations waiting to help too.
Follow this link to find the nearest centre to you:
https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:
Income Support
income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
income-related Employment and Support Allowance
support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an
annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit
Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less
than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)
Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can
also get free school meals.
You can apply online quickly and simply by clicking on apply online link below.

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/forms/Application-for-Free-School-Meals
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Year 6
Year 6 have been working extremely hard on google classroom and have been making their teachers proud. They have been
joining in with the daily Joe Wicks workouts and have created some beautiful rainforest artwork, using a range of art
materials such as digital art. Year 6 have also celebrated Stephen Lawrence day which was on the 22nd April, as they wrote
poems following the theme of kindness, equality and living your best life. Well done year 6, we are proud of you and look
forward to hopefully seeing you soon!
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Year 5

Courtney and Jessica took some inspiration from Mrs Danks
and made some fantastic bird feeders! These girls are fantastic
with creativity and really enjoy making things! Well done girls!

Chloe using her culinary skills to make some
‘Cheese and Tomato Swirls’ by following a
Jamie Oliver recipe! Well done Chloe - you
are doing a fantastic job!
The children really enjoyed making some selfpraise jars for PSHE! They wrote some of their
lovely qualities and placed them into the jar!
Whenever they felt the need to reflect, they can
open the jar and read some wonderful things
about themselves!
Y5 wrote some wonderful messages for
Captain Tom to celebrate his fantastic fund
raising achievement and 100th birthday! Well
done.

Hollie has been busy making her self praise jar
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Year 4
Y4 have been exploring the American West in our new topic 'Go West'. They have located America in the world
and focused in on where the great plains are, found out what made people travel there and developed their
knowledge of the people who already lived in America before the settlers arrived. Children have enjoyed using
animation to create short videos that celebrate our wonderful NHS staff and key workers. Why not create one
yourself using the free app Stop Motion.

Some children looked at how
they could volunteer and support
others in the community.

A poster created by Harleen on our Science
topic of Light. She researched information
on lightness and darkness.

A lovely poem written by Priya,
I admire....
I admire the pointy eared fox, the foxes skin shone through the sunlight on my emerald lawn,
I admire the grey heron on the tip of my roof, as it waved off, its silverly, beautitful wings opened
widely,
I admire the cute koala bear with massive furry fluffy ears and a black button nose,
I admire a husky with triangular ears looking like a snow ball all cloudy white,

As part of our Go West Topic
Beau has created a totem pole
of his favourite animals.

I admire the amber eyed owl glaring at its prey, and hooting as it sat on my fence,
I admire the black and white patched panda, moving its small, soft paws to climb up the tree.
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Year 3
Year 3 have been very busy taking part in their online learning. They use Google Classroom everyday to check what work
they have got to do for the day. They really enjoy using Google Classroom as they also get to keep in touch with each other.
They have been set English, Maths, Science, Topic, RE, Computing, Art, PSHE and work related to their wellbeing. In maths,
they are consolidating everything they have learnt so far and did really well at complex addition and subtraction. In English,
they have recapped grammatical features such as clauses and speech. Additionally, they have written some amazing stories
based on David Walliams - The World's Worst Children. As a science experiment, they grew their own rainbows to
demonstrate 'capillary action'. They have also designed their own posters on light. Mr Bunce has set Year 3 & 4 some very
exciting computing lessons and they enjoyed designing their own animations. Well done to everybody for accessing our
fantastic apps - TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed, Bug Club and Purple Mash. Don't forget to follow our year group's Twitter page
for regular updates - @Barcroft3. They have all shown determination (a Barcroft Vision and Value) to their studies during this
time and we are proud of all families for getting involved with home schooling. We look forward to returning back to school and
being back together again.
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Year 2
Year 2 children have been participating in online learning amazingly and it is much appreciated. We have learned
how to draw animals with our hands following a YouTube tutorial and the drawings have been amazing! We have
practised our number facts and enjoyed posting our work on to our purple mash blog where all our friends can see
what we have been up to!

Here are some posters made by children in Class 6.

They created them to say thank you to the NHS and key workers.

May Newsletter
2020

Year 1
Year 1 have been working from home using Purple Mash and other online links to do their home learning, as well as doing
some fun practical activities. In addition to daily maths, English and phonics activities, year 1 have been extremely busy
making their own musical instruments, retelling the Easter story, doing PE with Jo Wicks and playing games in their garden.
They have been finding out about Florence Nightingale, writing and drawing what they like about themselves, making musical
sounds with their bodies and planting sunflower seeds. It has been lovely to see some pictures of the children’s sunflowers
posted on the Purple Mash blog and on Twitter. They have been finding out about mini-beasts; they have explored what is in
the soil in their gardens, learned about the life cycle of a butterfly and have painted mini-beast rocks. They have thought of
ways they can stay safe on the internet, designed their own healthy lunch box and been thinking about what they are thankful
for. They have also created some instructions for making rice crispy cakes and created a poster on how to stay safe during
the pandemic. We are extremely proud of how hard the children have been working at this difficult time. Well done year 1,
keep it up!
Class 4 have been busy learning about mini beasts and they have been working extremely hard to complete their
home learning activities. They have been completing and posting work up on purple mash. It has been lovely to see the
children's work!

Sol and his sunflowers

Abhinoor’s story

Charley’s sunflowers

Lily and her sister reading

Tyler’s butterfly life cycle

Logan’s Alien describing...
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Nursery
Nursery have been learning about recycling and looking after our environment and animals. We have spent time recycling
things in our homes and re-using them to make things such as bird feeders! We have also been looking at how we might be
feeling about the lockdown. Stay safe everyone and hopefully see you all soon!

Reception
Reception have started a new topic this half term called 'Heal the World'. We have been learning all about recycling,
saving animals and looking after our planet. It has been lovely seeing all your photos on Purple Mash and Twitter of you
recycling at home. Keep up the super work.

What is Deep Breathing?


Deep breathing is a simple, yet effective relaxation technique. It will provide a quick way to reduce
your stress levels.



Deep breathing is the foundation of many other relaxation practices too.



The key to deep breathing is to breathe deeply into the tummy, getting as much fresh air as
possible in your lungs.



When we take deep breaths from our abdomen, rather than shallow breaths from our upper chest,
we inhale more oxygen.



The more oxygen we get into our lungs the less tense, short of breath, and anxious we will feel.

Practical:


Sit comfortably with your back straight. Put one hand on your chest and the other on your
stomach.



Become aware of your breathing. Breathe gently and slowly.



Transfer most of your breathing to your tummy so that the movement occurs there. Your stomach
muscles should rise and fall as you breathe. As you inhale your stomach moves out slightly. As
you exhale your stomach moves in slightly.



It will help to count as you breathe. Breathe in for three counts and out for four counts. Maintain a
steady, comfortable rhythm and try to avoid holding your breathe in between each count. Try to
inhale enough so that your low abdomen rises and falls.



You might find it helpful to imagine that as you exhale you are breathing out tension from your
body and letting it go. When you inhale you are breathing in fresh strength and energy.



In order for this technique to become beneficial it is helpful to practice it regularly. If possible,
practice twice a day for a few minutes at a time. Return to normal breathing if you start to feel
dizzy.

Holiday Dates 2019-2020
Autumn Term 2019
Term starts:

Monday 2nd September 2019

Half Term:

Monday 28th October 2019 to Friday 1st November 2019

Term ends:

Friday 20th December 2019

Christmas holiday:

Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020

Spring Term 2020
Term starts:

Monday 6th January 2020

Half Term:

Monday 17th February 2020 to Friday 21st February 2020

Term ends:

Friday 3rd April 2020

Easter holiday:

Monday 6th April 2020 to Friday 17th April 2020

Summer Term 2020
Term starts:

Monday 20th April 2020

Half Term:

Monday 25th May 2020 to Friday 29th May 2020

Term ends:

Monday 20th July 2020

Summer holiday begins:

Tuesday 21st July 2020

Training Days
Monday 2nd September 2019
rd

Tuesday 3 September 2019
th

Monday 4 November 2019

First day of term
Second day of term
Monday after October half term

th

Monday after February half term

th

Last day of term

Monday 24 February 2020
Monday 20 July 2020

Bank Holidays
Christmas Day

Wednesday 25th December 2019

Boxing Day

Thursday 26th December 2019

New Year’s Day

Wednesday 1st January 2020

Good Friday

Friday10th April 2020

Easter Monday

Monday13th April 2020

May / VE Day

Friday 8th May 2020

Spring Bank Holiday

Monday 25th May 2020

August Bank Holiday

Monday 31st August 2020

